Upon completion of my clinical and PSDP-supported fellowships, I was recruited to join the Department of Pediatrics and Vascular Biology Center at Augusta University. The tremendous support from my home institution and senior investigators, including Neal Weintraub and David Fulton, has enabled me to quickly acclimate and push forward into independent investigation. As I have now become a mentor to graduate and undergraduate learners, I am learning that the best lessons are taught by failure and that perseverance is essential for success. Also, I have learned to pursue interesting data wherever it leads, constantly reworking my hypothesis on the way. Our publication in this issue of Pediatric Research is a testament to that idea. I am thankful for trainees such as Emily Masoumy and collaborators such as Jennifer Thompson, who are passionate about their work and have taught me much about mentorship, science, and enabling people to be successful. I hope that I can continue to pursue answers to clinical problems related to cardiovascular development with others throughout my career.
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